Lamar PTO Meeting Minutes
(9/17/26)
(2:00pm)
President Lindsay Waugh called the meeting to order at 2:04 p.m.
Members Present:
Board Members: President Lindsay Waugh, Secretary Dawn Alexander, VP of Programs Karina McKinney, VP of Membership Lexie Swistak, Treasurer Jo Hatcher, Decorations Chair Jay Vick, Principal Allison Brown
General Members: Jimmy Atkinson, Mayra Viney, Briana Gray, Jennifer Fontenot, Megan Birdwell, Rachel Cooper, Abbey, Amanda Tabaku, Carey Haag, Zaleh Amini-Vaughn, Siobhan Mccorkindale, Gail Thomas
President's Report-Lindsay Waugh
1. Congratulations to the winners of the carline auction. The Read-a-Thon ends tomorrow, and Read for a Better Life was a success; Lindsay gave a quick recap of the readers who came to the school to help, as well as recaps of the Fall Homecoming Parade and Fall Picture Day.
1. Spirit wear should arrive in late September or early October.
1. Hispanic Heritage Month is 9/15-10/15; flyers were sent out for participation.
1. Teacher reimbursements are coming in, and 4th grade t-shirts are in the works.
1. Field trips and class wishlists are coming up. The first round of items for class wishlists has been purchased; Lindsay is working with Jo to figure out budgeting for this.
1. Volunteer needs: Hailey Sonnier has resigned as Spirit Night Coordinator; the PTO is looking for someone to take over this position.
1. Papa John's Spirit Night is coming up on 9/30; flyers for that and for the PTO Mixer will go out this Monday.
1. The PTO Mixer date has been rescheduled to October 22, from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
1. Chalk the Walk is October 7 and will include a walk/ride to school that day (meet at the parking lot at The Woodlands Country Club).
1. Book Fair is 10/15-23.
1. Storybook Parade starts 10/30.
1. Math Night is 11/5, followed by the Thanksgiving lunch for teachers and staff.
Outstanding Business
1. Meeting Minute Approval - Briana made a motion to approve; Jo seconded. Motion passed.
Treasurer's Report-Jo Hatcher
1. Jo passed out copies of the current P&L report. The major expense was redoing the Leopard Den, and the major income was the car line raffle/auction.
1. Teachers are submitting reimbursement forms ($150/teacher).
1. Jo reported on the current bank balance. Read-a-Thon funds and Papa John's Spirit Night proceeds will be coming in soon.
1. The PTO is switching from PayPal to Zeffy; Zeffy charges 0% fees (PayPal charged 3%). Zeffy does not partner with 32auctions, so a new platform will be needed for the county fair.
VP and Committee Reports
Fundraising Report-Janna Smeltzer
1. Lindsay reported on Janna's behalf. Papa John's Spirit Night proceeds (20% of total sales) benefit Lamar, at the Grogan's Mill location only.
1. Raised about $4,100 from the carline auction and raffle.
1. Tomorrow is the last day of the Read-a-Thon.
Membership Report-Lexie Swistak
1. Current membership is at 135.
1. The Fall Mixer flyers will go out next week in Tuesday folders; the mixer is Thursday, October 22, at Sawyer Park. Attendees will need to RSVP to Lexie ahead of time.
Programs Report-Karina McKinney
1. The next event is the Thanksgiving lunch for teachers in November (Adriatic Cafe to cater); volunteers will be needed for setup and serving.
Decorations-Jay Vick
1. Math Night's theme is robots and legos.
1. Jay set up a WhatsApp group for sign-ups and will be emailing out sign-up information.
Additional Announcements
1. Lindsay mentioned the county fair (looking at April 2nd) and having FFA students come in from College Park (or 4H). Volunteers are needed to handle multiple aspects of the county fair; the first planning meeting will be in November (date to be announced at the next meeting). Ideas can be emailed to Janna or Lindsay.
1. Mayra volunteered to manage the PTO website.
1. In response to a question from Abbey, the mixer will be family friendly and kids are welcome to attend.
Principal's Report-Alison Brown
1. MAAP testing has finished for 2nd-4th graders.
1. Yesterday was the first Texas Standards Day; Alison mentioned some of the related festivities.
1. Thanked the PTO for helping with Picture Day.
1. Volunteers will be needed to help cover lunch and recess in the coming weeks; this will happen every nine weeks (a one-hour commitment, one grade level at a time) to give teachers a chance to have lunch together and collaborate.
1. Read-a-Thon was a big success.
1. Mentioned the walk and ride to school, as well as the first round of parent conferences next month.
1. Bi-monthly newsletters are being sent out to help communicate to parents what their students are learning.
1. A new state law requires that books in each teacher's classroom library be scanned against an approved/non-approved list; volunteers will be needed to help before a deadline, ideally completed after Thanksgiving break. A list of approved books, with ISBNs, is available on the CISD website. Jennifer mentioned that teachers can take unapproved books to Buy the Book for credit.
1. Mayra mentioned the Township's Environmental Services Department as a possible concession at the Lamar County Fair.
1. Jo mentioned Box Tops for Education; families can download the app and scan receipts to earn money for the school, as well as the partnership with Kroger.
Questions?
1. Mayra asked about a makeup day for pictures; it will be November 6th (group pictures will also be that day).
Next meeting will be October 15 at 2:00 p.m.
President Lindsay Waugh called the meeting to a close at 2:50 p.m.
